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Pric e 1 s . 6d. 

the [d itor 's ~ hai r 
T!!E blll:U;J,. I ADl pl eased to r,,port more pro gress . S:inoo lns t 
wr.i ti l".g I have recei ved Gerry l'.1.lison 1 s "li.ighligbts of li.o.trl.l ton Loro11 -
neodloss to 3cy , it 1 s oxcellen t and Geoffr e'J ilildc • s "Tho Myste ry of 
\lharton Lode<>" - a r eal Christmossy t ouch about thi.3 . il so , one of 
JiJ:l Cook' s stories which will ploasc a ll Nelson Lee f ans . Yes, all 
aoos well . 

The response to ey oppoal for MV<,rt s has been gratifying , but 
I could still do vi th a fow core . 

* * * * * 
,~.J.C;}~.TIO.'! . John Stokes t ells me t hat th e "Sun" and "Comot" havo 
boon mergod, aloo 11Li on" and "Tiger ". 

Thl>.nk p,oodness no fUrth er sugces ti ons of deoise whor e the S .B. L. 
h..~s been Wide. 1.11 th e scr.,e, taka t he advi se of Rex Dolphin on 
anoth3X' pa&e. 

* * * * * 
TP.OSE SUJl...\liU'!'l:llS. I t is evidoa t fro ro i-1r. S"'.n,ay 1 s rov ola tion.s that 
sooo of us havo not boon fai r t o t he su~ '!l"itcrs in t ho pas t , mid I 
have been as gui lty as eey . I t is true t hat some of tm stories were 
vcr-J cru:l.o and wri tt on by men with littlo writing oxperi enoc , but t ho 
majority were es tsblishod authors , qui t e succ oss :ful in t hoir own 
fiold . I am afrai d we did not roali so tha t they were mm cal led upon 
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in an emergency and esknd to tum out a stor-J at very short notice . 

J,.nyway, t hanks aro due to Hr. S8111Ways for gi ving us the "insid e" 
st ory. I may sey t hat w~.at he hoo told us has cre at ed a l ot of 
interest . 

* * * • * 
Those were the l as t words penned by our beloved Herbert. Now 

he hllS lo id do,m hi s pm for ever , an! it is up to us all , as GerrJ 
illi son so ri ghtly r ec,irks in t he letter which follows , to ensure tha t 
Hc1·bert ' s gr eat work is not ellowcd to di e. 

Herbert finel y personified th e spi rit, as -.ell as the letter , 
of our hobby; he was, indeed, t he et enial bey . The zest ..tiic h h.o 
put into his 1'0:dc fo r th e hobby was rcD ectod in t he s tacks of corres
pondence which l ay on his desk , end hi s ootbusi asa , even in his lest 
oontl'..s of ill -heel th , was infectious and an in spiri bti on to us all. 

Thfa edition of th e Coll ect or s ' Digest hr.s been produced \Lrder 
grea t difficulties o,,i..'lg t o Herbert ' s sudden death , but it was f el t 
n.;ht a."ld proper t hat as far as possib l e it should eoc:e out to t ir.ie 
and kacp fcith wit h Herbert. By t he time noxt r,onth ' s issu e is due, 
our new editor , Eric Fayne, will have token control and hnve had ti.De 
to sort rr.attors out. 

Ve crav e, therefore , th e indulgence of rc uder s fo r ony defici en
ci es in th o present issue 1ihich is oode up of cate ri.al in Herbert ' s 
files and presumably r:,esnt for t his i ssuo . The 1.nnwtl will be out on 
tm o es usuol . 

fuller tribut es to Herbert will be contain ed in next month's 
is sue. 

* * * * * 
k M,S.3i,GE TO /J.,1 THE REi.IlIBS OF T'dE COLLECTORS' DIGIBI' 

NeI1ston. 

October 25th. 
Dear Frien ds , 

It is with gre at sorr ow and regret tha t I have t o infom you of 
the S1¥lden death of Herbert Leckenby, founder and odi tor of "The 
Collectors ' Digest . • 

He was found dood in bod on liedoosdey , October 21st. 
Vo who have seen him l ately were aware th at he ,:as 11 very sick 

oan, but th e news of his passing will core as n great blow and shock 
to many of th e readers of this p,,per, .n:u:h was so dee.r to hin , ond 

j 
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i."1to which ho put so much devot ed energy , 

Herber t hi!:lSelf realised t ha t his end was L"ll:linent , although his 
l et t ers and conversation did not reveal t his , He had , however , qui t e 
recently been tc London am hns arranged fo r :,. successor to t,,.ko ovo r 
his bel oved "C. D." when he hnd to ley dom tho r eins . 

The successor whol:l Herbert has chosen is Eric Fayne of til e London 
Secti on O. B.B. C, Eri c Feyue hes agreed t o 8SSUJ!le control of the 
"Coll ect or s ' Digest " and is coming to York troorrow to at tend t he 
funeral of Her bert . Ho will also discuss the futur e of tho "C,D." with 
Hr . Goro-Bro,me of York Duplicating Services , th o Agency that has 
prod uced t he pape r so perfect l y. , 

I am certain t hat everyon e who reads t hese l ines will fool the 
l oss of dear Herber t as much as I do myself . He hsd friends all ove r 
t.'1..J worl d , md many tribut es to him hsve already been r eceived . 

lfuving gi van you this sad news , I will now end. I would how over , 
like to :,ssurc Eric Feyno that ho will receive all our hel p in his t ssJ, 
of kcopi.ng tho "Coll ec t or s ' Dieest " going . That is what Herbert 
Leckmby 1.:>uhl have wanted , and wh:it we must all do , 

3 Bingley Road, 
lien sto n , Ilkloy . 

Yours sincere l y , 
GEruLD ilLLISOl' 

O.B.B . C. 
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f3futfc ia na 
Conduct ed by JOSEPHil'iE PACKNAJI 

27 Archdale Rood. East Dulwi ch . London. S.E. 22 

I am pl eased t o say that Josie i s get ting on very ni cely, and 
all being well she hopes to re s= her conducting of Blakiana next 
mont h . Meanwhile, we would both like to thank all t hose who have oo 
kind ly written to us during t he past few weeks . 

The Sexton Blake Circ l e ' s f ea ture THE Mt..'1 FRON BAKER S'l'REE'l', is 
now in course of pr eparation fo r tl ,e coming C.D. Annual , and judging 
by th e r.iaterial already t o hand , I venture to say that this year's 
effo rt will be the best yet. Contributors will includ e llal t er llebb , 
Victor Col by, Bill Lofts and Derek Adley (in coll abor ati on ) and 
Margaret Cooke. Space pem.i tting, there will be others. 

Lill PACKMAN. 

* * * * * 
CEll'ruRY-MliKERS 

(Jind a few ot hor int eresting s tati s tics) 
BY llfJll'ER l/EBB 

IHSTAIIIEIIT EIGIIT 

The year 1922, · shadowed by th e pass ing of Lord Jlort hcliffe , who, 
as Alfred Honnsworth, founded the paper in which Sexton Blak e first 
appeared , began wit h the attainment of the half-c enturi es of Blake 
s t ori es of Robert Murrey and Cecil Hayter, to gain fo r both a permanent 
place in too records as being aoongs t t he better known Bl a.1<e writ ers 
of all t imo. With only 17 stori es to write .. poss ibl e a little less .. 
in which to · gmn for himself t he enviable di stin ct ion of becomng t he 
firs t autho r to chronicl e 200 Blake novels, W. ~lurr ey Graydon found 
himself with a col!llllllM.ing l ead of 14 public ations over his nearest 
ri vel , J.ndrew l!urrey. But, fresh from his t rave l s abroad and now at 
work again dashing off stori es with astounding rapidity judging by th e 
speed at ldlich they were subsequen tly published, waa G. H. Teed, still 
for behind in the race but coming up in " great burst of speed to 
eventually move into third plac e . With i.ndrew Murray in failing heal th 
and forc ed to drop out of the U.J. for n t ine duri ng which interval a 
ghost writer took over his chuaoters , 'r eed • ae ablo gradually to 
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decrease t he distance that separ:1ted him fr om his rivnl . Gr aydon 
still continued to press fo rward but much loss fos t er now, for a new 
editor had taken col!llllruld of the U • .J . and the ageing author ' s work WllS 

not finding much favour in his eyes . But , if lir. i!Arold T!.'YJOl)ll wus 
not sufficiently impressed by Graydon' s work to continue to col!lillssion 
bin for further sto ries in the new year , Mr. Leonard Pratt , as editor 
of the Serl.on Blak e Lib. , hro quite opposite views of the old trouper ' s 
abili ty , end Graydon continued al ong st eruiil,y in t he more copious and 
profita bl e pages c,f th e monthly. 

Newsagent s were s elling Union .Jack ' s containing Teod I s fine sto ry 
"The Voodoo Curse" that sad Thursdey morning of the 17th day of l,ugust 
whon he who was known firs t llS J.J.fred Hnmsworth was being l aid to r est 
:in St. Marylebone Cemetery at th e early ,ige of 57 yee:rs . Thoug!j he may 
not have l ost the bot tl e for existence also, certainly E. 11. Altlis l ost 
his place a,oongst Bl eko 's subscribe r s , for after 1922 he vv.s never heard 
of again . ao went , with at lea st 20 nov~l s to hi s =e , very much a 
myst ery man, for at tho time of writing very little is kno1m about him. 
The edito r of the "Dre adnought" in en editorial , once said t hat he was 
woll known in bot h adult and juv enile fields , but as th e mu:,e of J.lnis 
is unrocallod it ruch have been under a vllriety of pen .. narnes that ho w:,s 
more widel y lmo,n , th ough what thos e pen-names were r emains hidden in 
th e t lis t of til:!o. He was , an editor once said , a re l ative of .J, &r.-ooc. 
Ba'>ting, tro well - known Victorian novel i s t, who wrote boys I stories under 
tho pseudonym of Claud Heat hco t e , nnd f athe r of Pnyllis P!lllting who 
boccrr.e Hr s, Digby ifor ton , she in tum being sister of A.mold Pantin g, 
;,ho once editod the Boys• Friend pri or to lo sing his life in th e 1914-
18 war. In his dey J.lais concei vcd a quartctte of interesting characters 
who appeared frot1 tin e to ti me in th e old Sexton Blake stories but who 
ar e now no doubt v.bost coopletely ' forgotte n lUl!Ongst the more colourful 
porso!'.cli ti es of a l ate r era, Chief of th oo who appeared in seve r al 
S. B.L . stor i es and Dreadnought serial3 , was C-,ptnin Horatio Poole, D. S .O. 
who had experienced t aught service overseas in his younger days and was 
a crook - though a pre tty minor one - of s ort s ; thon there wes .Joseph 
Hurnr,, an :icrusing charac ter who was first hoard of when ac ting llS foot
= to th e oillionaire Morton- Holt , whose kidnapping from his town houso 
in Chel soa brought in Serl.o n Bloke, nnd incidenfaily .J coeph ' s S\llilllllll'Y 
di s.iissal fro?! the great mm' s employ when his as pira t i ons t o become v. 
famous detective landed him i.'> hot water; thirdly, Inspector Dick Kite 
of Scotland Yard, a dapper littl e man with bird - lik e eyes , and finally , 
Sir Francis Heyes , th e King ' s pnysician , who wllS described as a f amous 
surgeon and one of Bla.1<e 1 s cl oses t friends in the medic al world . 
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In t he la s t wook of t he first r.,onth of 1922 a new paper appeared. 
It was •The Champio n" - the edito r being Mr. F. J.ddington Symonds , whose 
run of Sexton BJ.,,ke sto rie s mded when he t ook up his new pos t, th ough 
he was t o contribute one or two more at u l.eter date . To give hia paper 
a good send off, Mr~ Symonds commisaioned Artlrur S. Hardy to writ e u 
sto ry of Blake , Tinker end Pedro , and this duly appear<.<! under t ho 
titl e of "Poid to Lose." tloa:rly two months later e not her Bl ake story 
appeared being entitl ed "The Golden Wolf" an:! thi s introduced yet an
other new autt, or - or at l eas t anoth er name, which ouch go down in the 
records - (47) Bartl ey Trooeyno. But th e oos t notab le debutont e in 
tha t year was tho ghost writ er we have :\l.rcody referred to in connect ion 
wit h th e stories end choractor of Androw Murrey ; for he was destined to 
become one of th e l eoding Sexton Blake wri tors, u man who was to write 
sto ri es of a consistently high s tmd urd over a period of Zl years ond 
finish high in the r ecords compil ed hare . ( 48 ) Gilbe r t Chest er 
com.enced to write of Blake in the U.J. in 1922 and in th at year ghosted 
for Andrew MulTay in three sto rie s , though his name may not appear in 
the A.P. records as having done so. The re ason for this can be a matter 
for oonj ec ture only , tt10 most feasible explan ation being that Cheste r 
and Murrey worked on t oo stories togetre r , th e l atte r worldllg out th e 
plot and Cheste r doing the actual writing. Be t ha t as it may, th e text 
was definitely Chester• s and for this r easro should be rec orded t o his 
nsme. The stories in question were t hose publi shed in U.J . Nos. 975, 
979, and 987. 

In th e closing S\Jll!ller days of 1922 ceme another writer , to the 
Blake field (49) Sapt , his Christian name unlmowi. He wrote a st ory 
in t o llhich he brought Cecil l!ayter ' s famous characters, Lobongu the 
Zulu chief of th e !)tbai a end Sir Richard Losely, H.M. Governor of the 
Province of Musardo. At ihls stoge it must regretfully be announced 
tha t Hayter , who had conceived the popular paid woy back in 1907, md 
who wes living in semi- retirmient at l'ri ghton, either retired al together 
or passed on, for he di d ne>t contribut e ever again to oote rtain us .':ith 
his ~heartedly Wli tt en tale s set in t he jungles of Africa and 
o11ler tropical zones. 

c. H. Teed really got int o his strid e during this year and smashed 
his 1913 reco rd by r eaching a total of 20 Blake s tori es , 17 for the 
Union Jack and 3 for t he Sexton ,Blake Library . His 17 equal l ed the 
figure he se t up for the U.J. :In 1913, but it was in the follC'Wing year , 
1923, t hst we saw Teed at hi s ioost prolific . Fir s t he shot past the 
hundred mark thereby becoming the third aut hor to writ e over 100 Sexton 
Blak e stories, am then he was rapidly over-hauling a tiring Andrew 
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Murray and shortening with every stride the once commanding leed W. 
Murray Greydon hod enjoyed for so long . 

But the veteran autho r was sl owly ye t surely approaching t l:a t 
fine rec ord accomplished by so very few Blake authors - th e penmanship 
of 200 novels of th e famous detective . During the course of his l ong 
fictioncl s t anding , has Sexton Blake been better served by t hose two 
prodi eics of aut horship, W. Murray Graydon run G. H. Teed , >lho must 
indeed be sagas even unto therns el ves? Take Teed ' s record - breaking run 
:iJl 1923 fo r example , in which he set up t ... o records which will assuredly 
stand fo r all t ime . He reac..,ed a yearly outpu t of 25 stories , easily 
p as si.,ig his record t otal of t l>.e pr evious year , and in t he U.J. alone 
for that same year he r oached a target of 21 , beating by four his 
previous figure of 17 s et up in th e year:, 1913 and 1922. 

Before loying down details of t he posi tion s of t he loading 
authors at the end of 1923, let us see what now Mmes appeared in 1he 
field prior to i t s clo sing . In August came (50) Richard Goyne and then 
in the last weok of sll , on th e 29th December to be pr ec i se , fa th e 
pages of the U.J. - as did Goyne - came (51) Dr. ll . H. Jago . In Nov
c.S1bcr Murray Graydon attained the memorebl e feat of having had publi shed 
200 Sexton Blake s to r ies and by the erd of the year hnd contributed 60 
doub l l)-length novels fo r tile Sexton Blake Lib . Would he establish ye t 
ano t he r record by being th e first and perh:Ips th e only , author to pen 
100 Bloke stories fo r both the U.J . and t he S. B.L? lie was then well on 
t he way and t here was a t t hat time still plenty of stamin,i loft in tho 
veteron whc hlld been going hnrd from the tim e he had taken up t he 
running in 1904, th o\J811 now he was handiccpped , because , unlik e Teed 
who could pr esen t his stories in both th e U.J . and S.B.L ., Graydon 
found th e fome r c closed shop , To bring the reco rd up t o elat e, here 
nre the findings at the end of 1923: - W. Murray Grayd on (20 1); 
Andrew Hurray (164) ; G. H. Tood (12 0) ; Mark Osborne (74) ; Robert 
Murray and Cocil Hcyter ( 56) • 

* * * * * 
WELL OONE BEI'TE PATE! 

The following is on extract from a letter r eceived by Bill Lofts 
from Hr . ii. II. T-"'JIIIOil - l nt e editor of the illlION JACK. I ""' sur e you 
wi ll all agree t hat the bouquet is well deserved . 

"I have r ead t hrough the latest batch of C.D1 s you so kindly sent 
me, wit h the usual inter es t, ard espec i ally those itans concerning me. 
I was agreeably interest ed in the Blake artic l es by Bette Pa te of 
Australia, 



They are unexpectodly literate , and very 1<ell done altogether in 
every way. Surprising t.o find n girl reader (o.s was) so ent lrusiastic , 
kno1<ledgeable and e.rt i culate; she should be very interesting to ttlk 
to." 

* * * * * 
I am :indebt ed t o Bill Lofts for the following infonnntion which 

he is pemi t ti.ng me to publish in this i ssue . I quote from Bill's 
l etter t o me:-

"I was very :interested in Walter Webb' s la t est e.rtic l e (I nsta.1.
mont Fi ve), and can t ell readers of Blekiana thnt th e identity of 
"Beverl ey Kent" bas been established . His real name will be revealed 
in tho forthcoming C.D. Annual (in th e Sexton Bl ake Circle feature Tl!;: 

r.AN FROM BAKm STREEIT} tc.get ber ,-ith other rev el at ions . llr . G. R. Sara
ways remembers the man quite well - smoking a bi g fat cigar ! 

John Hunt er , whom I know quite well, started writing for cmoo 
some years befo r e hi s photograph was published in 1914 .' iiis fir s t 
story wo.s writt e n in his 'te ens , at which time he used t he ncme of 
A. J. Hunt er - which is his correct name. \lben he got r eally going he 
dropped th e A. a'ld wrote as John Hunt er , for it sounded botter. 

I t wns rr,y privi lege to meet recently t oo man who, a t one time, 
l iv ed wit h bot h Gwyn Evans and Geor ge Hamilton Teed. He himself wrote 
one Sexton Blake s t ory , this being S. B.L. No. 244 (second seri es) en
t i tled "The Phantom Bat". His full name - Robert Elli ott . Apart fran 
this solitary s tory he wrote very l ittle othe r ju veni le fiction , hi s work 
being mostl y romant i c , lov e interes t sto rie s f or various publi shers. In 
his opinion G. H. Teed was one of the finest friend s one could ever have. 
Incidentally , Teed was a very edooated man, having a tt ended McGill 
Universi ty - one of t ho most famous schools in Canada. 

Readers who er e desirous of news of Eric Parker, the well - known 
Sexton Blake illustrato r, may be int erested t o know that I have met him 
quite a fe w times. A very ruoorous type of man, youngish - l ooking ; 
Eric to l d me that there have never been CJI1Y othe r art i s t s in his family. 
ilis fathe r and grandfa ther were clo claMkers . His st yl e i s certainly 
en original one, and in his opinion Warwick Reynolds , the GEM artist , 
.-as easi ly t he bes t Jimaleamated Press has ever had , He also l iked the 
work of R. J. }lacdonald, the man who drew boys wee.ring French bows. " 

(Thank you Bil l , for these nevsy itene - and for allowing I!!e to publish 
than . I hope th at core will be f ort hcoming in the near future. 

Len Packmm • ) 

* * * * * 
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SEPTEMB.Ell, 1959 
'II, Howard Baker 

One of those cases involving Blake , not only in a financial loss 
but with littl e advancement of pres t i€<> eith er. Escort ing a beau tiful 
girl hooo at t hree o ' clo ck in th e morning , he is att ecked by a gang of 
hoodlums , freq enter s of a Soho rendezvous known as "The Honey Bucket . " 
When, de spi t e his endeavours to protect her , t he gir l's foco is burned 
by acid thr own by one of t he gang , Blake declares :immediate war - not so 
much on th em ns t he Bi g !bl behind th m and r esponsib l e for their 
activiti.co . His t ask i s made cor e difficul t by an ID1CO-<>pera tive md 
1mcompromising Grimwald of th e Yard, who has no sympathy for priva t e 
vend ett as and prov es n frustr ating barr i er in Blak e ' s efforts to U?U:l.'.l3k 
th e Big l•lan, 

The climax nt a fun- fair in Bet t e rsca Parle rounds off an exciting 
novel , the fragility of which plot is over - shadowed by the s.1d.ll of the 
author in cre a ting an atmosphere of such t ens i on that t his vital fact 
i s not brough t to t he nwro-eness of th e reader until the l as t pc.r,:,g:r:,ph . 

Rating.. .. Very Good 

* * • * * 
HOME SliEET HOME (No, 436) Jack Trevor Story 

Here i s somet hing rathe r lmique fran th o file s of Sexton Blake 
Inve s tiga ti ons , A murd er victim pays Blak e e thousand pound s fo r 
solving hi., - th e victim ' s - mm murder ! Of course , when Blake goes 
down to th e latter • s · country cott age t o protec t him , he i s still Bl.iv e -
but only just . Then , r. f ew hours l a ter , despite Bl ake ' s vigil ance , he 
is a dead man, 1<hich doesn ' t do the detec ti ve ' s :reput ati on any good nt 
all . This i s pl ac ed in even gre a t er j eopnrdy when a beau tiful ac tr ess 
gues t fal l s despcrc·t ely fo r his lllllSculine chnms . 

Verdict - n decidedly embarrassing , if not t oo difficul t a case , 
which , one felt , would have been livened up a l ot with P!!llla ' s presence -
espe cial l y for her employer ' s dewy- eyed admirer ! 

Liternlly and artistical ly it's li ght, it's airy and makes pl easant 
reading f or rmy mood. Specially recommended as an antidote fo r t he 
'bl ues. ' 

Rating . . . .............. Very Gocd 

'I/ALTER llEBB 



HAMILTONIANA 
m•s BE CONTROVIBSUL 

(In this series , Eric Fo,ync touches on certain cat ters of interest to 
students of t he Ha::iil ton papers. He gives bis ow vi ews 3UJ)<lrficially. 
If you ·,lill write to hilll, expressing your opinions on t he topics he 
discusses , he will SUl!llll8l'ise readers ' views in a future issue . ) 

No. 32. THE Gl'}I. THE l'.AG!IEr and the SCHOOL STORY CLASSICS. 

The heyday of the s tiff-covered school s tory seems to have been 
between t he yoors 189J and 1910 . "Tom Brown• s Schooldcys" and "Eri c" 
were bot h continually re;,ublished, and had gr oat sales during the 
firs t decade of the century . 

"Tom Brow" bored me as a boy, and bores me s till with its word
i ness, tJ,.ough my Headmster was always singing its praises. lio sto ry 
has been core th o subjec t of jokes than "Eri c" - written exactly a 
lrundred years "80 , but I enjoyed it , in spite of its preaching md its 
cloying sent illlmt. 

Tal bot Baines Reed wroto four school stories , ench having hi8!J 
s,,les in tho per iod befor e 1912 . The fine st of tro se , without sny 
doubt, is "The Fifth Fonn at St . Dominic 's" and so well does it re&d 
today thnt it is hard to realise thc t it ·,as written as l ong ago as 
1881 • "The Willoughby Captains" and "The Master of the Shell" are 
inclined to bo stod;!Y, while "The Cock Houso a t Felsgarth", though 
deservedly popular for a lotl{; t ime, tends to ~ . 

p. G. Wode.oouse wrote eoM excellen t school tales , SOJI:e short, 
sooe l ong. He apparen t ly abandoned school lif e after 1910, and I ac 
probobly invi ti.,ig brickb ats when I sey t hat I have never liked anything 
he has written since . Hyl ton Cleaver produced some fine school yarns , 
hi s short sto ri es boing exceptionally good. His "Out of the Rut" i s a 
grand OXBDple of a short story at it s oost . 

The most prolific of thee al l seer.is to have been Harold Avery, 
but th e quality of his worlc vari ed . Generally speokir.g, he see!lS to 
have written for youn;,er boys , !lld t here is little real cberacter work 
in bis stories . I ac still coming across titles, under his naco, .hich 
are ne" t o re , tho,agh it hardly sems possible that he can still be 
li ving. 

In ey opinion , th o greatest of th en al l we.s Desmond Coke . His 
"Bending of a Tvie" I regard as t he ms t true-t<>- l ifo school story ever 
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written, though it is consequen tly r a ther a dull specimen to any but 
studm t boys. Most of Coke' s stories , in f act , are about boys, but 
written f or adult conSUt?ption. 

Many of th e sto ri es r.ientionod sc far were fir st published in 
monthly ::iag,,..zines, and , for reasons of space, I car.not r efer to all of 
th o wri ters conc ernod in thi s typ e of work. No gr eat school sto ri es 
of thi s cl ass sem to have beon written after 1910 , thm,gh the old 
tal es ar e still re-published fr oo t ime to tim e . Why, then , did the 
ern of th e stiff-covered schoo l story end about 1912, or earlie r? In 
ny opinion , their sales wors killed by the Gem end th o Magnet. 

It is possible to cot:p:i.re work of Charl es Hor> .. ilton with that of 
th e wri tors :nention ed above? I think not. One could, per haps , ooc,pnro 
scro of th e shorte r Gom seri es - for in atanc e , t he "Hi s Broth er ' s 
Keeper" series - with "The Fifth Fom at St. Domi nic • s" or a sel ection 
of th e Rookwood stories with "The Harley First Fifteen", but it would 
hardly be pos sib l e to 1!lllko any comparison between the "llhart on, th e 
Rebel" se ri es end "The Bonding of n Twig", though both ore :ncg11ificcn t 
char acte r studies . The gn,nt le ngth of the fome r , with its i.mmenso 
pm orarna of baclq:round, put s it far away f rom the cfos s of any story 
between stiff covers. 

Few would gainsay that Charles Hamilton i s t ho century's greatest 
writer of school sto rie s . He had, in fact , ,m onomous advantage 
ovor any of th o writers of st iff-cover stories . His finest plots he 
could develop over hun,'reds of thousands of words; his charact er work 
he could etch from week to weok, month t o mnth , year to year. Could 
th e "Stecoy series" have been writt en between s tiff covers? Could tho 
"China seri es " havo boe.'l successful l y aor.,pressed int o the nur.iber of 
words Wlod, for ins t Mce , in Wodehouse ' s "Mike"? They could not . 

Charl es Hamil ton• s great es t series were r w arl:ab l e achieveme nts , 
but th ey were th e r es ult of th o e.lmost unrestricted spo.co he hlld at his 
dieposal . For this r eason , those achievements aro l ost t o modern boy
hood, snd only continue to exist for a handful of lucky collec to rs . 
"Eric " or "Cock House at F<:lsgarth " can be obteined from any bookseller 
today; tie "Stncey seri es" infinitely gr eate r , will ne ver find its 
place in any bookshcp . Perpetuity is dmied to those marathon naster
pi eces by tho very mediw:, which made them possible. 

The mighty unrolling canvas of th e Gem am th e l'.agnot gave Mr. 
Hru:d.J.ton his tremendous advantag e , but t he important thing is that ho 
had the gifts - Dnd th o stemna - to m.ke the most of it. The o41stic 
boundari es of the Gem and th e lle€net would have been useless without 
genius . other writ er s were given th e sru:,e opportunity; few, if any 
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lwl the necessary t alen t to Dllke th e oos t of it, 
Destiny provided Charles Hnuilton with the oediU1J most suited 

for his rconrka ble gifts; it just happened that wey. Tho r esul t was 
t he Geo and tile Magnet, pl us the ot her papers end series which were 
produced to try t o cash in an th eir successes , 

The stiff-covered school story died as th e Gm ard t.'ie Mc ;net 
co::io into their own, Those t w pnpers have bom gene for ne...rly 
t .. enty years . Vill the stiff-cover school story ever return? In these 
days of a decreasing readillg public , too televi sion-conscious , I doubt 
it , t hough Frank Richards , heaven be praised , has adapted himself 
successfully to the requirmen t s of the age . 

It's just my point of viewl What' s yours? 

* * * * * 
CONTROVERSIAL WiOIB 

No, 30. lffiAT lwrnl A GOOD STORY? 

RCG!l\ Jll lKI!IS wri tea : "You are qui ta ri ght in putting good writing 
as t he main requis i te of a firsklass story, There are SOl!le series 
which I can open at eny J)Bl;-e and read on entranced even tholll!h I know 
what is coming. They my be series with unusual plots like the Rebel ,• 
series or the Bunter Court series . On the other jam , they may be 
series without ,my sort of pl ot at all , like t he Old Bus series . 

There are certain mediocre stories, such as many detective 
tales , ·•hich ane reads quickly because on wants to come to the end and 
see what the answer to the puzzle is . Having found this out, the 
sto ry is discarded, never to be l ooked at again, despite the well
developed plot ; after all , a crossword puzzle is not sol ved twice 
over . But with Charles Hnmilton•s best writ ing the plot in not t he 
:Jlll.i.n i t,m of ioportance , and so we cen savour th cD over and over 
again with nevel'-<iiminishing enjoyment . 

A collector who regards Hamiltonians in this l4lh t - and I am 
sure that most ga,uine Hamil toni,ms do - is therefor e not really 
interested in th e substitut e stories except as quaint curiosities. 
Some of the icitat ors tholll!ht up excellent pl ots , but could not writ e 
in th e origina l styl e, whilst others - especially in the late 
"Twenties• - made a close stuey of the original sty l e , but st i ll 
failed because , although the words were the word,, of Esau, the voice 
was still th e voice of Jac ob. 

Mr. Samways i s quite right in saying that the substitute stories 
kept t he neg flying and often satisfi ed most of the r eaders , but that 
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does not ciake t hese s t ori es any more readable to a coll ector, and the 
clever imitations of which Hr. Samways speaks are still an empty shell , 
with t he spark of life missing . It is true tha t some of Charles 
Hamilt on 's stor i es were belo w par , especially during tho \f8r years , but 
i t i s oqual l y tru e that when he was at his best he was stree t s ahead of 
any subs ti ill te write r, primarily because of good wri ting end secondl y 
because of impeccab l e ski l l in chara cterisation. 11 

IXXi WEBSrER writes : "I think that a good plot is the most ieyortant 
fac to r in any story . It i s Charl es Hamilton ' s ski:i.fully - woven pl ots 
t hat J:JBl<e his sto r ies su ch a delif;! t." 

GroRGE SELLARS writes : "A good story depends largely on how the autl:or 
uses his characters in a scun d theme, pl us his abili ty to infuse his 
per scnal cham in t o the story . Many autho r s have made the ir sto ri es 
tedious by padding and "harping on on:, string ." 

Most of t he blue Gems and red Nai;nets, and scme Roo!ruood t ales , 
have bem r ead and r e-read many t imes over by myself and oth er 
Hamiltonians. Vhy? Because Charles i!DJnilton made his ch=ters li ve, 
in his own inimitable way ." 

VIl!CmT PAGE writes ; " I am sure the.t ycu are co:tTOCt whm ycu sey 
that good writing is the most i.itportan t qual i ty of any story. But, as 
humm int elligance varies , ,, well- writ t en story may not prove to be 
readab l e by every individual . I think Si r Walte r Scott ' s books were 
well -wri t ten , but I can I t read them. " 

* * * * * 
Those of us who enj oyed the Billy Bunt er play at the Palace 

Theatre , London, l ast Christmas, will wel come th e news th at th e Owl 
of t he Romove will be making anothe r London stage appearance this 
Chriatmas . He will , again in ttie person of Gerald Campion, open in 
Bil l y Bunte r flies East , on Decoo:ber 22nd for a fOUl'-weel: mat inees 
only , run at the Victo r ia Palace . This should pro ve Bdmirabl e fare 
for anyone in London during tha t month. 

* • * • * 
Are yoo selling Gems before 1290, Magnets before 1297 , s.o .L. befo r e 
262 , Nelson Lee before 296? Please write . 
Wanted Spxing Books, dust cover complete. Tom Merry Triumph , Through 
Thick and Thin , Disappearance of Tom Merry. State price . 
J. S. HUGHm, 184 LEYBOOR.~E STREE':', CHELMER, S.ll .3 ., BRISBAllE, AUSTRALIA. 
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B The letters in the numbered squares , if 
placed in sequence in t he lower grid , 
will spe ll out one of t he Stately Homes 
of old England. 

~: A. Descriptive of th e 
Collectors ' Digest •IUizzles 
(6, 6, 3) 

CLU;:s ACROSS: 

A. St. JiI:11 s boy in a metal bot tle. 
B. Must be breathless at Greyfriars 

(3,4) 
C. F:il,gin3 1 "Fair Lady" but not at 

llrnry Lane. 
D. The charge against Slim Jim, 

preSUC'.ably. 
E. This Hi,;hcliffe man shows up five, 

the reverse of sweot after l'd.ss 
Gardner. 

F. Sea t oble to be arranged for Bunter' s 
mognet . 
Dr. Chisholm doesn ' t hold this kind 
of a degree . 
Tex.as - where, but for o. r evised 
start, the Co would have r each an 
accident. 

I. Prefect who Clight bo shnrp. 
J. Probably , Pete r lee.med t o do this a t an early age . 
K. 'iith aid , you could assist Dutton ~i t h this . 
L. The mixed-up little kid , a t th e em of a short street , is a Removite. 
M. About red as ~oithy might be. 
N. Halt , man, here t o find th3 turret rooo. 
O. Alonzo was once rude and very l oud, in a wey. 

* * * * * 
Writ e on a postoord the words in th e lower grid and the answer to t he 
Clue Down. 5/ - to the sender of the first con-ect sol uti on received 
by the editor . 

* * • * • 
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RmJ1T OF QUIZ.:LE NO. 11. 

Sol ut ion to Cl ue Down: "Nut s of llighcliffe ," 
F.idden words: "Unpr eceden ted and unperalle l ed . " 
First correct solution was received frc :!l C. H. Churchill , 103 

Sidwell Street , Exet er , to whom 5/- has been sent . 

• * • * * 
I Mm GEORGE RIC"t!MOND SAMWAYS 

Part 4. 
By W. O. G. LOFTS 

Q. Wer e you t he aut hor of "Pride of t he Ring" first publ ished in 
the ¥· "Greyf ri ars Herald " - and later reprinted in th e "Boys Fri end 
Library" both under th e no1,e of ' Mark Linle'/ . • 
A. Yes , I was t he aut hor of these boxing tales - Neddy Wel sh the 
boxer featured was actualzy the name of a boy at my old school . 
Archi e Howell another charact er I cr ea t ed in the Magnet , was also a 
boy fro m my school in Surrey . 

Q. It has recen tl y been suggested t hat the 1\iingate • s Love Aff ai r' 
series in th e M,,gnet, Nos. 660 - 664, were not written by Charles 
Hamilt on. Can you threw any l ight on this subjec t? 
A. These stories were certainly not writt en by me - and I should 
really l ike to peruse a copy of th e seri es befo r e making a defini to 
statement. Going strictly free m""10ry I fee l sure howevem thn t t hey 
were writ t en by Charl es Hamilt an. It well may be t hat he waa sen t the 
p l ots f or th"'1 and he may have hod to writ e on a subjec t with which 
he had no syiapathy or enthusi!lSl!l . Hmce , his work would appoar l ess 
brillian t than usual . 

Q.. I expect that there were many acusing and in teresting l etters 
rec eived in the Magnet office during your editorial connection wi th the 
Coopanion Paper.; . Did cany r eade rs think that Greyfriars and St . Jim ' s 
were real schoo ls? 
A. Whore r ead er s believed that the schools and charac t ers were real 
we did not like to di s illu sion th em. I r<>lliembcr one occ as ion when we 
took a young office boy - ,-ix, beli eved tha t Greyfriars existed, do>,n 
to my old 3Chool in Surr ey, pointed it out t o him from the adjacen t 
pine -woods , and kidded him that 1 t was Greyfriars! 

Anot her t ime I rmembe r that a brilliant Char l es Hamilton sto ry 
featured the unhappy plight of Dick Penfo ld - who was in e very dire 
need of f inancial assistance. His plight so moved i:wny of the readers 
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tha t th e:r sent hia gifts of 1:,oney addressed to ' Greyfrier s School ' , 
Friardal e , Kent . By arrangooont wi ti1 the Post-offic e these letter s 
were tr an=i ttcd to the ·~et ' office - wher e the money, of cour se , 
went to a dese rving charity. 

On anoth er occas i on, I ror.iccber a gent l er.:m named Vemon-Sru. th 
coraing up to the Acal.;;aceted Pres s - and very annoyed was he - that 
his M!l&-sake t he ' Bounder ' was - or had been - fe a turod in a very bad 
light ! 

Q. 1i/ho was actually t he artist of dr:,wings under th e pen- name of 
' Fro.'lk Nugent ' ro stly fe atured in the 'Greyfri ers Heral d.• 
A. The artist was actually Lowis R. Riggin s , who was first cdi tor 
of t he co~.ic "Chuckles". A big j ovi al typ e of cnn, he unfo rtunately 
died at a var; ear ly age. Whilst on t he !llbject of "Chuckl es• it was 
r.Jo'Self who cr eated the school of Clare,:,ont - featuring Toddy Baxte r 
and Co . I ar.: co,:ipletely cystified a t soce appearin,; under th e pen
nar.10 of 'Prosper lioward 1 - as I was never aware of llllV pe'\-ruice given . 
It i s quite possi bl e that they were t aken over by another ,iuthor during 
ny war se rvic e. 

Q. Were you aware toot R,S , Warren-Bell lu,d written a few Greyfriar s 
s torie s? 
A, I was astonished to learn that R. S. Warren - Bell hna been credited 
with having written Y.egnet yarns . This gr eat auth or of school stories 
(his tal es of ' Greyhouse • and ' J,o. Jon es ' in the 'Captain ' were 
clas sic s) was personally lmown to ce . Towards the end of Worl d War I, 
he was drafted into the Royal Flying Corps , and served with mo at 
Herulquarters , South fustern Area , St . Jaces 1s Str eet, London. Ve oft en 
1telked shop' together , but he never "'entioned to IOO that he llllO. writt cn 
MY substitute stori es for th e ' l-U!8)let1 and 'GaJ'. He certainly never 
wrote any whils t I was on the staff ; not did his ?W>a appear as a 
substi tut e auth or in recoros which I had access to . Tho only sol ution 
is tl:at perheys he wrote soce whil st I ,ms eway fror.i Fleetway House in 
t he years 1917 - 1918. It l!lB/f also bo poss ible that he wrot e soca of 
the Gordon Gay stories in t he 1fupire Library' under th e pen-naoo of 
'Prosper Howard' - for ltarrcn Bell ' o brother wrcte under the naoe of 
' Kobl e Boward. 1 

(Tho inforcation thet Van-en-Bell had written Magnets yarns come froo 
Mr, Fred Goroon Cook, another of th e prolific substitute writers , and 
an author in his own right . These were written UI¥ler tre editorship 
of Jomi Nu Pentelow in t he period 1917-1 8 , which expl ains Mr , Slimways 
£Sing acazod at Wanen:-Boll 1 s nace included as a subs titute writer. 
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Actually Warr en-Bell ,ma a gr ea t fri end of J.!r, Pcnt ol ow - !ll'.d 

read er s r,ey roooll cc t Mr. Pent el ow oentioning t his in one of his 
editorial chats - Ii . O. G. Loft s) 

Q. Would you sey that J ohn Nix Pentel ow was the gre ates t write r of 
cric ket yarns fo r boys ever ? 
A. John Nix Pentelow had a more intimate knowledge of c ric ket than 
any other writer of his til!le . He had been edito r of "Cricket "; he 
l<new ell th e heroes of th e gBl!le in t i!cat~, and was certainly well 
equi pped to write on the subjoct His stories may, indeed , have been 
somooat ]!22. teclmicsl . 

Q. What in your opini on were rr.ost powerful sto ri es that Char l es 
Hamilton ever wrote? 
A. In r:,y opini on, undoubtedl y the Reginald Talb ot yarns , f eaturing 
Ma.....;.e River s , and that of her f ath er Pr ofesso r J ohn Rivers . With t he 
exception of some stories writt en by me at a l at er date , all the Talbo t 
yar.is were written by Charl es Hamilton , 

To be continued . 
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CRICKFJ'ANA 

The following article by L. E. S. Gut teridg e , is reprinted from 
th e April 25th issue of the Cricket er. It i s ful l of in t erest fo r 
mo.ubers of our hobby circle ! 

This is in effect a Collecto r ' s Corner. It i s not specif ically 
cal l ed so , s ince I have a fee l ing that the term may have been used 
befo re . It i s proposed t o deal with i t l'S'JS of exceptional interest at 
len.,"1-h, and to a le sse r exten t with such Cricketw,a as changes hand s f 
froc time to time , and may be worthy of note to the interested reader . 
I t is also hoped t o keep t he re ader interested , 

That omnivorous collect or , t he l at e E. Rockl ey Wilson , possessed 
among many other fin e thin.r-; an exceptional collection of what might be 
called Crick et "Bloods ." Such lusci ous titl es as "Body- line Bill the 
ilowl er" and "Cric ke ter-C r acksman" (:run sc orer by day w1d saf e-breaker 
by ni8 ht) are fai r enough examples. They cons i s t of l urid paper-
covered magazines of some 64-90 pages cost ineff ec tively secured Iii t h 
a wire staple that rust s rapidly. T'ney retailed at 4d , each , These 
ere a natural evolution of such collect ors del:ii,hts as Varney the 
Vampire , Dick 'l\llpin , Sexton Blake and The String of Pear l s . They have 
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a r ecurren t th eme of th e schoo l boy ' s cricket hero, who , against the 
vi.lest jealous y and opposition of the rel ative of t he county chai nnan , 
who happens to be captain , finally wins thro ugh t he merry his beaut if ul 
and wealthy niece. He always pleys for England and his deed with bat 
and ball are only equall ed by his phenomenal fielding. I have ruch 
apprec iated the e xcuse that this article provides to make time to r ead 
so:ne of them. 

One of particular interes t is entit led, "Captain of Clave rh ouse " 
an:l., a ccording t o it s cover and its half title, it i s by "Wally Hai:imond, 
Ecgland ' s Famous Test Crickete r." It is a "stunning ynm of schoo l and 
crick et." It was published by the Alnalgemated Pre ss and was No. 293 of 
The Boys' Fri e.'ld Library (New Ser ies) and has 64 pages. "Who ' sacked ' 
Barhao? All 6l averhouse i s buzzing with that ques t ion from the moment 
t hat a houser,aste r i s found tied hand and fo ot with a s ack over his herul , 
Tb.en cooes a still bigger sensa t ion ; the finger of suspic i on poin t s to 
Drumond Cloyne , th e finost cri cket er m d the most popular c aptain 
Clavcrhouse hns ever had ." 

Dees thi s whet your appe tit e? llis it is l ong out of prin t and 
space-tr avel bes usurped it s place . 

No. 6IX) cf the Boys ' Friend Library i s also entitled "Captain of 
Claverh ouso", has a new and brighte r cover , is dated July 6t h , 1939, 
and has no mmtion of any authc r' s n11ne. Then app~ared a smalle r pub
lica ti on with a n ewly designed cover . It is entitled, "Captains of 
Claverhouse " ( the plural is intent io nal) and the auth or is given as 
John Grey . It is Ho. 23 in th e "Boys' 11onder Library .• The publisher 
is t he same, but the pri ce has fallen by half t o twopence fo r 64 pages . 
How can a book with th o same number of pages, but only half t he number 
of word s per page contain as much mat erial es th e 4d . editi on? The 
ans-,er i s that it cmmot and does not . The prob l em of condens ing s 
book has c aused iaa.-iy an edito r to fro,m and t he manuf actur ers of blu e 
pencils to r e jo i ce . Ther e exists a perfect iooth od that has th e hall 
mark of geni us by virtue of its simpli city and sp<Jed. The edito r' s 
furrows disapp ear and t ho blue pencil manuf acture r s pay s more modest 
dividend on t heir first debentures . Simpl,y r emove al t ern ate chapters. 
I ass ure you t hat thi s ,net hod was adopt ed in John Grey ' s "Capt ains of 
Cl averhouse ." Doubtless th e cdi to r had t he bes t inter ests of youth a t 
heart and vas inten t on providing t hem with an opportuni ty t o exercise 
the ir :Lngenui ty and t o de•,elop t heir imginati on, by filling in the gaps . 
I cannot f eel t ta t John Gre:,~ edi ti on , alth ough at half -price, was good 
value es th e ori ginal Wall,y Har.nond a t 4d . In fJ1JY caso , th o Wal l,y 
Han.~ond would be so ouch easier to swap. 
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0thcr titles ore: - "Tho Myst ery Bat= " (Grand Story of Cricket and lnt ernati orll\l Int~), "A Wizord at tho Wicke t " , "The Hypnotisod Crick e te r" and "The School Boy Test Match Player. • Thero arc 11\!lcy 

o-rs . 
* * • * • 

RElt DOLPeI!i 

Rex Dolphin wish es to thank , through the medium of Coll octors' Digest , all th ose kind peoplo who r esponded to his s.o.s. in S.B.L . 
lfo. 435 , for a copy of tr .a ou~f - print Poter Saxon novel ACT OF 
VIOLENCE, all the moro because not one askod fo r pey,aent ! Surely a ve ry moving demonstration of th e brotherly spirit which o.ni.-:,o.t os Bl cl<o-1overs . Ono i;entleean (or l.ady?) ocitted to encl ose his (or her) 
address - it is hoped that this 1'<lcder will acc ep t thanks through th o 
C. D. All others havo boon thanked personal ly . 

As a 1'<lsult, Rex has a fe,; spare copies of ACT OF VIOWICE whi ch he .oul.d lik e to dis pose of to ony r oad...-s needing i t for their 
coll oction. Fir s t CO!lo, fir s t aorved : Ho would al so bo pleasod to hear from cny readers int orosted in Blak e - arl ticisc s , oollecti on
truk , i)OSsip - anything, provided that Blake is th e foc al point , 

Ho also makes n suegostion which Dight in oome ::l!'.nl.1 wey help to 
widen B1ake 1s public . As we know, our S. B.Ls are displayed (if t ha t 
is the word! ) buried c:::ong piles :,f sini.l.nI'-sized public a ti ons . May 
we appeal to Bleke - l ovors on seeing such n disp l ay , to take a quick 1ook round t o lilllke sure th ey ar e not being shod:>wed, and t hen vary 
qui e tly pull out th e Bl.ekes and put the:: in the front of t he pack! 

* * * * * 
DID YOU Kl/OW • •••• • • • 'l y Derek Ad1ey 

That, one of t he aost prominent auth ors conc erned in th e writing 
cf th o yem,ly Dixon Hawke C:,se Book was Ves temSt ory writer , T. C. H. 
Jacobs . Mr. Jacobs , vhose roal Mme incidcntclly is Jacques Pcndcwer , does not wri to juvenile ficti on r.,uch these days , bat in pre-war year s 
wrote fo r a variety of papers including Triu:tph , Wizard , Adventure , 
Dixon 11.o.wko Libracy, and in 001'<l Ncont yonrs ba.c written for t ho Cocet , Sun and Knockout Comic , Mr. Jt!OvbS wc.s nl.so th e t111thor of tho cajori ty of Dixon H ,wke serials toot o;,pearod in t ho Adventure , adding to thi s he wns yet onother of tho bard of Se:cton Blak e authors •• • and 
so t he list grows . 

J""t , +.ho fomous ficti onal characte r "The S,:.in t " was based on a 9Ugge given to Leslie C),=tcris ty Mr, Leonard Pnitt , ono time 



edito r of t ho "Thriller ," 
Leslie Charteris , whose r eal n.ane is Les lie Charl es Bower Lin, is 

the son of a Chinese sur geon , end today hlls become world f ru:ious due to 
th e populari ty of "The Sni.nt " and enjoys a well established resi dence 
in Acerica. 
~ Fror.k Howe, who wrote for the post war "Western Library" and 

is perhaps not so well known t o coll ectors , actually wrote cl>out 150 of 
t ho Dixon Ilawko Libr aries , and fil in hie spore tine , for writing was 
pur aly a recrea ti onal job, although he has written between 2000 and 3000 
stories . 
~ the r.an con3iderod by nany othe r auth or s to be th o ros t 

prolific wri ter f or D,C, Thor.ison' s juvenulo publi cations was Regina ld 
George Thorns. 

Tho qurmtity of stories he wrote was tremendous , one autho r gives 
hi s out ·ut es being 3bout 12 ,000 sto ri es a.-n 3not her describes h:iJ:, as 
Thcuson1 s star writer , it would appear that thi s did not onl y e.pply to 
Thomsoei' s for l ooking thr ough the r ecords i t is appar ent that he wcs al so 
one of t he A.F's busiest writers t oo. R.G. Thonno, who di ed soueti.tle 
over a year ago, hes a son who i s now a,iployed on th e cdi tor ial staff 
of an Aoalgnnatcd Pr ess fem.nine putl i cati on • 

.Th!!!, Max Brand a.'ld George Owen Baxter whose stories appeared in 
tho "Wes t ern Library" we:..se 0.."10 and the sane man, the renl identity being 
Frederick Faust , 

Faust was one of too nost pro li fic writer s cf ttJ.s century and 
actually wrote under nin et een different pen- nenes , these being cs 
follows :-

fux Br<!lld 
Marti.'l Dexter 
Lee Bolt 
George Cmllis 
Evin Evan 
Peter Henry Horlam 
Henri Oriel 
David ,ir:nning 
!li cholas Silver 
Dennis Lawton 

George Owen Baxter 
Pet er Dawson 
Walter c. Butl er 
Ev"'1 Ev:ms 
Frank Austin 
Hugh Owen 
"H.B." 
John Frederick 
Frederick Fros t 

Stories under the ruu,es of George Owen Baxter ard John Frederick 
appeared in Lloyd' s Boy' s .Adventure Series during the 1920s. Faust who 
was an P.oerican, died from a shell f""8l3mt in the chest during world 
war two, while worldJlg as a war corre spordent, he was oged fifty - twc 
when he died md for tia.'l,'( year s previous ,ms one of Stroot and Sr.ti. th ' s 



foremost ·,ri ters . 

Note - The !lbove inf ormation has been se lected from either letters f'roo 
Editor s and Aurthors or froc re f erence books. kny errors con only be 
due to til:le and c,a.1ory of the origirull author or recorder of the 
inf'omnti on. 

NELSON LEE COLUMN 
BY J/,CK WOOD, Nostnw, Stockton k".llO, York . 

Phone : 25795 
* * * * * 

llas Ed")' Se:u-lcs Brooks to e fontllStic in his stories of' Nelso n 
Lee and ili pper nnd th e boys of st . Frn."lk' s , not , of course , forgetting 
the gir l s of Moor View? 

Tht.:.t is a controversial question, and has received Da.Y\Y answer s 
over th e years . In !Jivonce of his ti ::.e, ccybe , but fontestic? - the 
follvwing extrac t s from r ecent issues of tho York ewn:ing paper would 
suggest that font astic is certainlY not t ho right word t o apply to 
Brooks ' superb adventure stories in lends of fancy . 

FREQ( ' TROPIC' AREA IN THE ,J IT/JlCTIC 

Hcnbers of the New Zcalcnd Antarcti s exped iti on who returned tc 
Wellington today re ported " strange •tr opical place" in the heart of t.'lc 
Ant.-:rctic continent , s..,ys Reuter. 

Dr. C. B. Bull , leedcr of tho Now Zcnl ~.nd Victoria University 
Iintarc t ic cxpedi tion , said his party h..~d st ruck "f ontas ticoll y hlgh 
teoperaturcs " in a SeVGO week expcdi ti on into str "'1r,e dry valley S"Jl)tec-.s 
of Victorin Land, wcs t of ric?-iurdo Sound. 

"The hi€hes t t oopera ture was 47 degrees nnd rd.n:inuo t eupc r ntures 
22 degr ees Fl\hrenhei t ut aur buse " he said . "VL>ids blew up or down tho 
vnll ey where our base was set up. 

"The wind fro r:1 the pl nt oau was wnm, nnd the wind fr on th e sea 
was cold. It was cll crnzy . " 

Gl ac iers ocl too 
Dr. Bull se.id t h,it , during his seven weeks in -the J.ntarctic, his 

party worked in a. 11ver; specieJ. area" where glaciers nel tea. run l ckes 
of fresh water S',>arkled in t he sunshine . 
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Tho d rJ vnl l ey erea wru> a r:cteo ro l ogi cnl puzzl e t o which th e 

o:<pediti on would seek en enswer thi s winte r fre e data geth ered in the 
field . 

According to nll know facts , th e wind fr on th e 10,000 foot 
high poli,r plut cuu soould have boon cold and th e wind fr on t he sea 

= · It 1<ss poss ib l e that a largo area of i co-fr ee rock in the dry 
vnlley nroa had SCl'.lcthing to do with t he puzzling weeth cr eondi t i ons 
h~ Sn.id. 

"Ye did not feel cold until we retumcd to Scott Bsso ( !icl-lurdo 
Sound) . The base was a t l eas t 20 degrees colder thtm our t ents in 
Rocky Vol l ey in Vict orin Lnnd. " 

* * * * * 
PIJJIEI' V1NUS IS TARGill FOR JU!!E 

The United St ates J,.ir Foree •,i ll t!ake two attemp t s to send spa ce 
vehic l es t o t ho pl anet Venus in June , usuolly well- in fomed sources 
t old Reuter at Cnpe Canavernl tod ay . They will be part of t he iietional 
Acro n...'\utics ani Spooo Adtci.n.istrP..ti on I s spa.co pr ogrn£!Jlle f or this ye:JX. 

;.,, offici,.l sai d t ha l aunching would be done by two- st age versi ons 
of th e Thor end Atlas oissiles , known as t he ThoNl bl e a'>i Atle.s- cl>l o. 

Tha n-o shots at Venus would probebl.y be attec,p t cd in th e ::iiddlo 
of June , whon tho ec.rlh end the plane t ore in tha bes t posi t i ons 
rela ti ve to e.2oh other . 

Ono shot uculd probab ly bo en at t enpt to put a sa tolli t o into 
orbit r ound t ho plan et , the oth er mgh t go pas t it and beyond into 
outer sp:i.ce . 
•n•••1111uu•n•o111 u 111u11111 ~1111u1u11111tw• 1 1u111t111tU 1tU1t111 1t11••••••• 

Old. __ .. B_oys ...... ___ Bo ok ........ el_ub 
LOl:"DCi< Si:x:TION. Tl:e sccCl'.d me ting of the llich e.clmas t om took pl ace 
at St . Fr :l!lk' s Coll oi;e D.lfas Bob Blyt he' s abode et lfoaodon. Bob opened 
t ho l ec tur es with n hunorcu o reading iron ;:e1son Leo Library lie . 400 
( old seri es) Pot t i coet Rulo . Thi s was well received as wos Don 
Vebste r ' s "A."'lcgr:x:s" quiz . Eric Fo.yno' s le cture this ti oo we.s "Tott o• 
wit h very o.cccµtnbl e pri zes , new student Jchn Brazi er, winning ono of 
t ho coveted e tched drinlculg gl asses . 

"Lotto ", by Bob Blyt rn , '""' t hor oughl y enj oyed; "ShOII Buaincss " 
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Quiz by ayso li w<lnt down 1·1011 nm th e ever popular El.ininat or was 
anoth or ruccess. Bill Lofts ~nd crod his selection .of "Desort Islor.d 
Books", qui t o a good collecti on f or a casta way. His number one of 
"Tho Hot spur'' whicl1 he shewed, was all th o moro t10mor abl.e as he in 
for.aed tt:te gath eri ng tlu,.t al l t oo soon "The Hot :,pur" W:lll reverting to 
all picture s tri pe . Ple asing to see J osic Prck,:,,m Q8cin ai::ongst th o 
gntooxing of 29. 

Reuben Gods,,v 3 hope3 to hcve a lfr. om.so attond:ince whon wo meet 
et hi s rositlcnce at 35 Vccdhouse Rend, Leytonstone , London, E. 11. 
Phone : MARylend 1rn. S1n1cky, Ncva::iber 15tt:t. Those inteooing t o be 
pre sen t kind l y inf oro our host , Reuben Goe.save . Full directi ons fo r 
gett ing th ere will appear in !lo>islotte r. UNCLE B:ENJJ,Hlll. 

NOl!'l'HraN Srol'I O!i O.B.B.C. ViEE!'I!IG. 239 , H;,de Pon< Rood, Leeds - 1oth 
Octob er , 1959 . Another excellen t attend3nce for a popul:lr Gerr; 
l.lli son evening . Before th o te a in terv al , Gerry delighted his 
e.udier..ce with n suxvey of t hre e main facets of th e work of Che.rles 
· :,.mil ton , cooody, drxla am che.ractcriM tio n. His t oll, , i:hich it is 
!!oped will bo print ed in th e J.nnu,,.l , wns admirnbl y il lustrated with 
r ~ntlil'.gs froc Hmilt on s tories, not·,bly of Clarence Cuffy's arriwl 
at Ru0hood rurl of the ear ly adventures of Frenk Court eru,y, tho Boy 
with out a lie.me, at !iig!lcliffo . 

L.ft er tea , Gerr ; kept us on our tees with a subtly contri ved 
puzzl e in whi ch we h.'W. to f~ 1d , in orde r , th e lUU!les of n nur.1ber of 
St , J:i.u1s schol ar s hidd en in an e.ccro stic . Geoffroy ifild o found tho 
S('llut ic:i first. 

In uh.at h..~ sinc e turned out tc be his last nppcarance at a 
::cotir.;; cf 1he Club , !!orb ort prcvidc<l. 1".0r e intorosti."6 news frcia 
C.D. sources "'1d said tt:to flllllual was mrudng geed pro,r-o ss . 

mm,!~:D srerrc;; O.B. B. c . Hooti ng hel d 28t h September, 1959, t.p=t 
from n quiz se t by Tora Port er, which included l!wi l ton i t oms and n 
refe r aice t:, "A H11gnet• and •;, School Fri en d" in Win P~.rtridges sele 
cti on of aigh t books she would t ake on her Desert I slo , th er e was 
not cuch of t llc usucl. run of old boys book l or e ,:bout this roooti!l e . 
!ioma."l Gregory gove us " very int eresti r'€ tall, on Te.l bot B.1.i."les Recd , w 
:;ho ho clcim ed was t he fore runn er of th e euthor s s::,ecinl iz i."i; in the 
sch ool yazns ,,,e are fciliar •.iith. T. B. Recd b.:,g:,n e.s a j uni or "'-'po rter 
i."l 1879 and wrote for the B.O.P. under th o pen-name of Tibby . Fro m 
t han ammr ds up to 1892 hi s f amous sch ool yoms rnn as serials in the 
B .O .P. These included , bes id es his best known clas s i c - Tho Fifth 
Fom at St. Dominics - such grand yards as "Tom, Dick ro>:i Jla=y" -
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"Tho Three Guinen \la t ch" - "My Friend S!oith" - "!.Jast er of th e Sholl" -
• 1, Dog with a &d Nwe " - c:ld "Cock House a t Fellsgarth . • I,. iv-.mirlrobl c 
fee t i:e.s, t hat t hough all th ese classics showed a pro found lmowledgo 
of lif e a t a publi c school, it was estab li shed t hat Talb ot Beines Recd 
h.!!d never been tc a public school . I.gnin Noman drew atten ti on tc the 
wcy t hose yam s of school lif o by Tnl bot Bain es Rood (end ot hers like 
him) were gonernlly ;.;nored by th o O.B.B. C. and t hat desp it e the fact 
thnt one end al l th ey were of :, high mor al stonl.ard. 

During t ho nigh t there was a ve ry interesting di scuss i on on th e 
life end wor k of Zone Grey "The H.'.ln of t oo West ". It tr ansp ired t hnt 
oui t e a number of our f!ltrrber s aro Vild West fans end i t wc.s obvious 
thet the se t e.stes would hnvo to be ente r ed fer in future yrogr o= es . 
Thi s t o.lk on Zsno Groy foll owod on or was introduc od by Vin Pnrtrid go 
whcao choooe "Tho Docrs tnlk er " - Grey ' s n<rrol of th e Gr om Cnnyon of 
Col orado go.r.'IO rese r ve, na one of her Denei-t I slan d Booko. Outdoor 
lif e in Can,ulll wns oxooplif iod in :, JaJna Book by fatzv Do La Roche, 
als o "British Birds " by Gordon &u,ml yn. Hor own scl ecti cn. fr or::. on 
anthol ogy of poociS was another choi ce and e.lso "Tho MerlJll.id" by nt'Jls 
;llldcrscn . She w:oulci tCJ.ko a "M.agnot '' nnd a 00':)Y of t he •s chool Friond ." 
To c cr.;pl oto this interesting nixture, Boccnci cs Decaracron . ;,.. vcr-J 
i.n.t orcs ting progr~.mr.m f or tho t l.:!l: manbcrs who were presC!l.t . 1~ quiz of 
! 5 it ems se t by Too Port er wns ...,n by nyse l f with 11 ri ght nnd the 
library reff lo was won by Jack Corb e tt , The l\.>p<>rt in a Londo!l paper 
cf n.'l int ervi ew wit h Frank Richards by Brian Se.yor , our young pos tal 
r.a::bor , ,ms ,ass od round , t oo . l!.'.RRY llROST!ll - Secretary . 

:-lffiSE:'.SIDE BRiJIC!l O. B.B.C. Sundcy, 4t h October, 1959 . Thero was quit e 
" good gat hering f or thi :iu th e oi gl:th I.nnual Gener al !>:cotin g of th e 
;.:ors oyside Branch O.B,B.C. The ol ~ction of office r s ,ms th e first 
bus.i!ws s to be dealt with a.'ld t he resul t ;ms 111at Don 1/ebst or wno ro
c l ec ted Chair.:"'n and tho writer of th ose notes , iicx-'""'11 Prcgnoll, elect ed 
SccrQt ary , f or tro second t l.1!10 in his sewn yoars wit h the Clu b. Thirdl y , 
George Riley waa r e-elo ct od aa Librarian. 

J.. l et tar sent by Fra..11.k Unwin, the pr evi ous Secret..1.1~,r, to al l branc!1 
em ber s ires fully discus sed and debated . Certain ccncl usiono r egarding 
t his were r eeched nnd ag.reed upon by all uer.:bers. Under doct or s orders 
i''rank hes had t o give up =iy of hi s hobbi es , the Club bei.}8 ono of 
th o:.1, but fortunat ely for us all , for only six ,;;onths , when it is hoped 
t rot Frank , full y r .Jccvcrod, will r eturn to t oke up his pr evi ous 
ac t i viti es . Frank will bo JJ:i.03od by uz al l, fo r over t he past yoor ho 
hes boon ono of t he branch ' s la s.ding li ght s . It was als o deci ded t hnt 
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the offico of Vico--Chail:T,an should be di sso lved . 

I t was furth er ogroed upon tha t as we aro a non-profi t mk1ng 

branch our Librnry chnr ge should be r educod - this t o the bm efi t 

of us oll. . 
Mtcr th o r r,thc r heavy sido of tho roo ting hod boon disposed of , 

toa end biscui t s cone as a welc ome reli ef , ar.d we o.11 too k tine of'f 

to del. vo into th o oeny now booka that h.:i.vo been add ed to t ho li brary . 

Furth er discu ss i on of the Greytru,rs CUp Competitions to ok place 

next and it was acrcod that all m tri o:, would bo read and finllliood 

at t oo Nover.bcr mooting . 
Don Webste r' s quiz caJ:!.0 noxt , in i/nich we ,·,ore given throe 

n:iswcrs to eru:h of fif teen questi ons . All wo hlld to de wns to signify 

the ri,::jlt answer . This turned out hardor than it sound od wit h 

qucsti ora r aI'.ging from th o F .l... Cup to twenty yo o:r: ol d filns . Tho 

quiz wns won by J im W<llsh vi th cl oven points , fo ll owod by Bill Windsor , 

Bill Grocn:.cod and Fr:enk Css:, with ten p:,ints oach . This quiz 

incid cntel l.y1 oor:,plotoocur Le,.guo Tllbl o , zhowir~ Gr..,yfrior s to bo at 

tho t :p. 
~!cnbors pr csan t wore Don Wcbs tor , Jic Walsh , Frnnk Cesa , Bill 

Wi."ldsor, .Erni e St eer , Pa t Idfry , Bill Greenwood nr.d ycur s truly . 

Noxt meeting , 8th Noveobor at 6.3() p .c . when a special attracti on 

will bo a brand now cusical quiz by Bill Wind so r . Pl enoo :iot o th o 

now address . 7 GVmVYLLA ROtll, V..TERI.00. NOR!·lt.'I PRL.CI~ - Secrotery. 

* * * • * 

NOT ICE 
It would be gre atly appreciated if all future correspondence 

and remittances f or th e Editor of the C.D. , monthly or Annual , were 

sen t to th e new editor , Mr . !lric Fa,yne, Excelsior House , Grove Road, 

Surt>itm , SUrrey . 
In order to clear up Herbert • s estate , th e following infomation 

would bo welco med by Jack llood, 328 Stockton Lan o, York , as soon as 

possible, so th a t the solic ito rs may cooplete their inquiries . 

1. Detail s of present state , so far as !mown, of sub scriptions 

far C.D. ond C .D. Annual . Pl ease bring up to date if in arrears . 

2 . Stat ement as to any books which Horbert may have held in 

transi t botvcen collec tors ; borrowed by him; or loaned by hiJII. This 

will ma ble the ?;ort hern Secti on O. B.B. C. at his req uest , to dispose 

of Herbert' s OWl books md pap er s to t ho best advantage . 
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The current issue of t he C.D. has been produced and edi ted under 
great difficulties . The Agency has dona a grea t job in ensuring that 
it i s out as near to time as poss i bl e , and they are also working tull 
pressure on th e Annusl. Pl ease excuse any erro rs which may have crept 
in unnoticed . JACX WOOD. 

* * * * * 
HDIBERT LEC",Ql!BY 
An Appreciation 

Yestarday marked th e passing of a milest.one in my life . Yes t er
day I paid my last eart hl y respects to a wonderful man - a chara ct er 
th e l ik e of whom I am certain I shall never meet i,.gnin, an enthusiast 
whose influence spread far beyond his nativ e lam , a writer of well 
above aver age ability , an acknowledged autho rity on al l matt er s pel'
tci.ning to juvenile and sood- juvenil e l ite ratur e , broadcaster , Corona
tion Medalist , a kindly and truly simpl e man, respected and l oved by 
all who lmev him and, to me, a close personal f riend . Heroer t Leckenby 
was guide , philosop her and mentor to all interested in old boys ' books . 
He was cl so a reel friern to all llho had t he honour of knowing him. 
S<JOothing vital has gone from the world with th e passing of Herber t. 
We shal l not see his like again. In tb e words th at he once used when 
reporting the death of another old oclleague - may tbe so il rest 
ligh t ly on hil!l! 

Herbert Leckenby, we who know yru give thanks fo r that pri vilege . 
In thet Vnlhalla to which you have gone, may you be abl e to continue 
with your lifo-long hobby. We can picture you debating and talking 
over new discoveries with Harry Stabl es , John Modcrnft , Barry Ono and 
J oe Parl<s. We can visuclise your enthusiasn in meeting some of those 
who nc.ve givm you, and us , so much pl essure - with J ohn Nix Pent elow, 
Bracebrid;;e Hcmyng, Gwyn Evons, Cle:rke Hook and Arthur Hardy , wit h 
Ballantyne and with Hanty and others whose nmres, like ,<>ur own, are 
loved t hroughout the world . 

Au revo ir, Herbert ! I am convin ced th at we shall meet 388in and 
whm that time cO!iles, I l ook forward to llllU1Y more 10l'I€ chat s l ike "e 
bad on t his earth, round that firesid e in York. May wo again ride t he 
rsnge with the Rio Kid and visit th e onds of t he world with Ferrera · 
Lord, cheer on t he Blue Crusaders :ill 1heir batt l e for League and Cup, 
sol ve deep mysteries with Sexton Bl ake, and what I know would pl ease you 
most of all , go back in memory to ,<>ur beloved Wycliff e, Remember, 
Her bert , the first lino of their school soni{I "She made him a gentlo
= , frank and fr ee.• Yes, she did, Herbert! Trunk you ! Au rev oir! 
R. I.P, STANLEY SMrn! 


